Calvary Creation-Care Coordination Team
	September 16, 2025	

Members Present: Jack Behr, Scott Glup, Bob Dickerson, Naomi Powers-Baker, Joel Halbritter, Cathy Halbritter

Guests: Youth Leadership Team members  - Raymond, Jasmine, Ben, and Brittney (parent)

Jack opened the meeting with prayer from the Calvary Creation Care brochure.

The minutes of the  July 15, 2025 meeting were approved as distributed. 	

New Business:
· Community Garden: Three youth from the leadership team shared their idea for a community garden. It had started as an interest in a “salsa” garden. Discussed that there is more than one type of community garden. We need to put together a proposal to go to the church council. Discussed the need to find a couple people in the congregation that would be willing to help take on the leadership for this project. The youth are going to go back to their leadership team to further discuss this. 

Old Business:
 Goal 1 – Organizing: no discussion
 Goal 2 – Education: no discussion
 Goal 3 – Congregational Life:
 Share the Bounty - We’ve had less produce shared this year which could be partly due to poor garden performance with all of the rain.
 God’s Work Our Hands – September 7: Scott reported that all of the bushes around the church were trimmed the day before. Five people worked with Scott Sunday morning and they sprayed and pulled weeds. 
 Goal 4 – Building and Grounds
 Energy Efficiency / Renewable Energy: Jack has had conversations with Shawn Swenson, Finance Comm., and discussed some of the roadblocks with moving forward with solar. To take advantage of incentives, a contract and down payment would have to be made by the end of the year.  There are also issues with financing, the church’s financial status, and Municipal Utilities policies. The  bottom line is that this is not something we can pursue at this time. It is recommended that this project be included in the strategic plan for the future; that financing be secured to include potential use of the J. Anderson and Carol Carlson funds;  that current demand costs be evaluated; and that Municipal Utilities policies relating to solar power be looked at. Jack also spoke with Brian Ulrich from Congregation Consulting Services, Inc.

 Goal 5 – Worship:
 Grounded in Creation: Naomi reported that she and Pastor Amy have been talking about this and want to have some dedicated Sundays for Creation Care services. Looking for sure at a Sunday in November and on Calvary’s Earth Day scheduled for April 25 - 26.
 Goal 6 – Coordination: Jack
 Lutherans Restoring Creation – Gabrielle Irle from LRC, Jack, and Cathy met via Zoom to share things our team has been working on with Gabrielle. We have entered information about our team on a share board that others can access.
 EcoFaith Network Retreat – August 25: Jack attended the retreat at Camp Onamia. Attendees were from several Synods, including NE MN, NW MN, SW MN, Minneapolis, St. Paul, NW WI, and the Upper Peninsula. The retreat focused on a theme of “more is better”.  Having a formal team gets more done than just a couple interested people. Several congregations get more done than a single congregation. Several synods get more done when working together. 

New Business
· Oak Grove Presbyterian Church Trip - Earl Knutson from Willmar First Presbyterian has invited anyone to go Monday, Sept. 22 to Bloomington to look at this church property that has made significant changes to their facility and grounds to be more green. 
· Joel commented that perhaps we should try to get more people to attend the EcoFaith Summit from the synod by paying their registration fees. Will discuss this again this winter.
· Jack announce that Kelly has decided to resign from the Team due to other commitments.  Thank you and best wishes to Kelly.

Reminders: 
· The next meeting will be October 21.

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

