Calvary Creation-Care Coordination Team
July 15, 2025


Members Present: Jack Behr, Joel Halbritter, Scott Glup Pastor Amy Juel, Kelly Welch, Cathy Halbritter

Jack opened the meeting with the prayer from our Creation Care brochure.

The minutes of the May 20, 2025 meeting were approved as distributed. 	

Old Business:
 Goal 1 – Organizing:
Time and Talent Sheet: Scott asked for feedback from the Creation Care team. The team discussed having two items listed: 1) Creation Care Team Member, 2) Creation Care Project Volunteer

Scott also shared there will be a fair held October 26 and each committee will be asked to have a booth.  
 Goal 2 – Education: no report
 Goal 3 – Congregational Life:
Silverware Library: Cathy reported that we have enough donations to begin advertising the use of the library. Cathy bought plastic boxes to store the silverware. She will talk with Namoi about advertising and with the office staff about check out/check in procedures. 
 
Calvary’s JMG Bike Tour - Ride with Joy, Mercy, and Grace:The ride was held July 13 with about 20 people participating and more kids than in the past. Pictures have been posted on Facebook.
 
Share the Bounty: Start advertising in Messenger/Bulletin that a table will be set up and ask people to begin sharing extra garden produce.

God’s Work Our Hands – September 7: Creation Care team will lead a clean up around the church grounds. 
 
Goal 4 – Building and Grounds
 Energy Efficiency / Renewable Energy: 
i. Minnesota Renewable Energies, Inc / Willmar Municipal Utilities: Jack reported that he contacted MN Renewable Energies and this contact person will call the Municipal Utilities to find out what the current policy is regarding net metering and then will call Tom Gilbertson for possible follow up.

ii. Congregation Consulting Services, Inc.: Calvary Council shared a letter received from this company that may be willing to work with us on getting a solar project going.
 Goal 5 – Worship:
Grounded in Creation: Pr. Amy reported that she and Naomi looked at samples of this curriculum and then ordered it. Staff are having ongoing conversations about how this can be used for worship and education.
 Goal 6 – Coordination: 
Synod Assembly – June 6-7: Jack reported that 43 brochures were taken, 9 people left names with contact information either to offer help or wanting more information.

Lutherans Restoring Creation – Gabrielle Irle met with Jack and Cathy via Zoom after she saw that we had a Creation Care Team. She has contacted Pastor Troy Pflibsen about getting a synod team going. Jack and Cathy will be entering information on their website about our team.
 
New Business 
· Community Garden: Pr. Amy shared that the youth leadership team recently was asked to disburse offerings collected from Noisy Offerings since 2019. One of the decisions made by the team was to give $1000 to Calvary’s Creation Care Team to be used for a type of community garden. We will plan on meeting with a couple of the members of the youth leadership team at our next meeting to further explore this idea.



Reminders: 
· September 16 will be the next meeting date - no August meeting
· August 24-26	EcoFaith Retreat, Camp Onamia

The meeting was closed with a prayer by Pastor Amy and then The Lord’s Prayer. 

