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June 27, 2025 
 

Next Messenger will be sent out July 11, 2025 
If you have questions, contact the church office at 320-235-2508. 

 

  

 

This month will be an important month for Calvary, as we launch the Church Assessment Tool (C.A.T.) 
that will guide not only the Call Process for our new pastor, but also the leadership of Calvary in the 
months and years to come. Please see elsewhere in this newsletter for more details about the C.A.T. and 
watch for the mailing that will go out next week with additional information.  
 
We are also beginning a summer experiment to encourage folks to fill the front half of our beautiful 
sanctuary. You may not be aware, but a substantial number (approximately 137 households) worship on 
line in an average week. I believe it matters that when they view the front half of the sanctuary on their 
T.V.s, it is really a much better image to see full pews as opposed to a scattering of souls.  
 
Now, the obvious best scenario, is to look ahead to the day when our sanctuary IS full, and I trust that 
this is in God's plans, but until then, we are going to rope of the back few rows of pews to encourage 
people to sit further forward. We will start this on Sunday, July 6th and continue through the summer. 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation! 
 
Pastor Amy and I have been busy this summer coordinating with our Befrienders, our Home Communion 
folks and our Deaconesses to make certain that all members of Calvary that aren't able to attend worship 
are prayed for, cared for and communed on a monthly basis. Pastor Amy and I are also visiting with our 
people who have lost a spouse in the past year. 
 
It is so important that if you, or a loved one is hospitalized, and wish to have a pastor come to pray with 
you, that you contact our church office, or contact one of us directly. 
 
Thank you! 
Interim Pastor Rick 

 

  

 

  

 



  

 

  

 

  

 



  

 

  

 

Deaconess Meeting 

Deaconess Meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 2 at 1:30pm in the Friendship Room. 
 

 

Church Office Closed 

The Church office will be closed on Friday, July 4th. Have a Safe and Happy Independence 
Day!  

 
 

 

  

 

CALVARY’S JMG BIKE TOUR 
RIDE WITH JOY, MERCY AND GRACE 

The Calvary Creation Care Team has sponsored bicycle rides for several 
years. Team members wish to honor fellow team member John Melvin 
Gilbertson DDS who died on November 4, 2023, by naming the bike ride in his 
honor. John loved nature as is evidenced by his many outdoor interests and 
activities. These include hunting ducks and geese, fishing, dark house spearing, going to Canada to fish, 
golfing, roller blading to Spicer on the DNR trail, back packing with his wife Karin in the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area, and flower gardening. He also belonged to several organizations that supported nature’s 
habitat. 
  
In response to being asked for suggestions for naming the bike ride, his wife Karin came up with an 
excellent suggestion. She suggested taking the 3 initials of his name, “John Melvin Gilbertson” and 
beneath that, “Ride with Joy, Mercy & Grace as indicated at the top of this writing. 
  
This year’s bike ride will take place on Sunday, July 13 at 2:00pm. We will gather at the trail head near 
the Civic Center, ride out to Spicer, gather at the Dairy Queen for treats and conversation, and then ride 
back to Willmar. There will be a sign up in the narthex 2 Sundays before the ride. You may also contact 
Andy Berg at aj.berg@live.com or call him at 320-295-9074 to sign up or if you have questions. 
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   Friday, July 11 
 12:00 Noon  

Sara Schmitz, wife of Jeff Schmitz, the chaplain for United Campus Ministry, will be sharing 
her living testimony to the power of God's mercy and redemption. Once caught in a cycle of 
addiction, crime, and deep brokenness, she encountered the life-changing love of Jesus and 
everything began to change. Now, she's a devoted wife and mother to a blended family of 
five young children, ages 3 - 10. With honesty, grace, and deep faith, she will share her 
journey as proof that no one is ever too far gone for God to restore. Come and enjoy the 
program at 1:00 & bring a guest if you can't make it for the noon lunch. Please call the 
church office by 4:30 Wednesday, July 9th, to register for the catered lunch. Cost for lunch is 
$7.00, payable in Bethany Hall and not at the church office. (Note that cancellations and no-
shows after Wednesday will still require payment due to increased food costs.) Thank you. If 
any questions, please call Diane Asche at 295-8938.   

 

  

 

  

 



  

 

  

 

  

 



Conserve Water – Consider using a rain barrel to collect rainwater 
that can be used for watering plants. 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

Try something new! Every Thursday, Text Bible Study meets 
in the Friendship Room at 9:30am. These gatherings are a 
wonderful opportunity to grow spiritually, enjoy fellowship, and 
deepen our understanding of God’s Word. 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 



OUR QUILTING GROUP NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

The quilters are looking for people willing to help out with the 
quilting process. They meet as a group every Thursday from 
1pm-4pm (except December) and any age is welcome. They 
are particularly looking for people to learn how to tie the quilts 
or be willing to take the quilt tops home to iron the seams 
flat. They are very willing to teach you what needs to be done 
to help with putting the quilts together.  Please consider 
sharing your time and talents with this wonderful group of 
ladies. Please contact the church office for more information. 

  

 

 

  

 

*If you or a family member has a health update, is hospitalized, or is in need of a 
visit, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE and we will visit you. We appreciate 
the opportunity to share all aspects of your life with you- both the celebrations 
and the sadness. You are not alone… and you are loved. 
  

Associate Pastor Amy Juel 
(320) 282-2225 - ajuel@calvarywillmar.org 

  
Interim Pastor Rick Hoyme 

(715) 579-6208 - rhoyme@calvarywillmar.org 
 

If you would like to contribute to the mission of Calvary 
Lutheran Church, please click on our QR code. Thank you! 

 

  

 

  

 

WEEKEND ATTENDANCE 
 

June 14-15 - 167 
YouTube - 132 households 

Offerings - $9,187.31 
 

June 21-22 - 185 
YouTube - 110 households 

Offerings- $8,991.30 
T 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



2025 Calvary Council Leaders 

Brian Henrickson - Chair 

218-770-0318, brian.henrickson60@gmail.com 

Dion Warne - Vice Chair - 320-222-0050, dwarne@hsbofmn.com 

Bridget Pederson - Secretary 

320-262-2638, bridgetpederson@yahoo.com 

Harley Aalfs - 320-894-4446, hlaemc@icloud.com 

John Dean - 320-212-5235, jaydeawillmar@gmail.com 

Cathy Halbritter - 320-979-0129, jchalbritter@gmail.com 

Lori Holmgren - 320-905-8431, clholmgren@hotmail.com 

Meghan Knott - 320-894-3024, meghanreneeknott22@gmail.com 

Jan Ruby - 320-796-0247, jcruby@outlook.com    
 

  

 

Worship service is rebroadcast at 10:45 am on KWLM 1340 AM and 96.3 FM 
(Vikings game rescinds the broadcast)   

 
TV broadcast on WRAC channel 181: 

Tuesdays at 6:30 pm, Sundays 1:00 pm & 8:00 pm 
 

YouTube channel: Calvary Lutheran Church Willmar 
 

  

 

 
Announcements and other items for The 
Messenger are due by Wednesday at noon 
to be included in Friday's newsletter. Thank 
you! 

 

  

 

  

 

Calvary Phone: 320-235-2508  
Calvary E-mail: calvarylutheran@calvarywillmar.org  

 Calvary Website: www.calvarywillmar.org 
  

 


