Calvary Creation-Care Coordination Team
	March 18, 2025	

Members present: Jack Behr, Scott Glup, Naomi Powers-Baker, Joel Halbritter, Kelly Welch, Cathy Halbritter

Jack opened the meeting with prayer.

The minutes of the February 18, 2025 meeting were approved as distributed.

Old Business:
· Goal 1 – Organizing: no report
· Goal 2 – Education: no report
· Goal 3 – Congregational Life:
· Silverware Library: Cathy shared a draft of a notice for the bulletin. Naomi will make sure it’s placed in the bulletin and Messenger. 
· Dental Recycling: Cathy reported that we are on a waitlist to become a drop-off site at Calvary with Terracycle.
· TREX Benches: Following discussion a motion was made, seconded, and passed to donate a bench to the GLLM Bible Camp; to place a small plaque on it indicting that it was donated by the Calvary Creation Care Team; and that we should encourage GLLM to start a TREX Recycling program of their own.  The team also felt that one of the three benches currently located in the church could be used for the Pollinator Plot.
· Goal 4 – Building and Grounds
· Energy Efficiency / Renewable Energy: Joel reported we received one bid for a larger solar project from MN Solar. This would be scalable to a smaller version as we choose and would be dependent on Willmar Municipal Utilities policy for cost offset and if they are open to changing to a year end dollar cost averaging instead of month by month. Joel will contact the other vendor to see if they are able to submit a second bid. 
· Goal 5 – Worship:
· Earth Weekend Services – April 26 – 27
i. Service Plans - Naomi is working on service plans.
ii. Scott will do the Children’s Sermon
iii. Scott presented an alternative to flower seed planting that involves building bee boxes and will coordinate the activity with Pastor Amy.
iv. Joel and Cathy will plant the atrium pots this spring.
v. Lutherans Restoring Creation Personal Covenant - Jack and Cathy have both completed the personal covenant online and discussion was held about asking congregation members to do this. The team agreed it was a good idea, and a link will be included in the bulletin/Messenger/Facebook inviting congregational members to complete it.
· Creation Care Bible Study / Book Study:
i. “A Christian’s Guide to Planet Earth: Why It Matters and How to Care for it” by Betsy Painter - The team doesn’t feel this is a good time for a book study but will consider this again in the near future. Instead, it was agreed to put something in the Messenger that this is a book we are reading, and others might want to check it out. 
ii. “Loving the Least of These – Addressing a Changing Environment” by National Association of Evangelicals
iii. NW MN ELCA Synod EcoFaith Network book reviews
iv. LRC 4-session Study Guide on ELCA’s Social Message “Earth’s Climate Crisis”




· Goal 6 – Coordination: Jack
· Healthy Earth Health Kids EcoFair Booth: Looking for volunteers to help at the booth.
i. Jack gave an overall update on the event.
ii. T-Shirts will be ordered, and you need to let Jack know if you would like one.
iii. Others were asked to brainstorm ideas for examples of Reduce, Reuse, Recycle with a focus on reducing.
· Synod Assembly – June 6-7 Calvary/Vinje/Bethel will have an exhibit table together and invite two  St. Peter churches to join us.
New Business - None

· Reminders: 
· April 5: 		EcoFaith Network Summit - Duluth
· April 15	:	Next Meeting 
· April 26: 	Healthy Earth Health Kids EcoFair Booth @ Civic Center
· April 26-27: 	Calvary Earth Day Services
· June 6-7:	Synod Assembly Exhibit Table

The meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer.

