
 

  

The Calvary Messenger 

November 1, 2024 
 

Next Messenger will be sent out November 15, 2024. 
If you have questions, contact the church office at 320-235-2508. 

 

  

 

Matthew 18 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom 

of heaven?” 2 He called a child, whom he put among them, 3 and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you 
change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever becomes 
humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 Whoever welcomes one such child in 
my name welcomes me. 
 

In our culture we can have a pragmatic approach to our service to the church and to God, 
we many times look for status and recognition for this. Jesus turns this upside down when 
the disciples wanted to know who is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus 
emphasizes the importance of humility by using a child as an example. In the cultural 
context of the time, children were seen as lowly and without status. By instructing his 
disciples to become like children, Jesus is teaching them to adopt a posture of humility and 
dependence on God. Children are often seen as symbols of innocence and trust. Jesus 
encourages his followers to embody these qualities, suggesting that a pure and trusting 
heart is essential for entering the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus’ statement about welcoming 
children in his name underscores the value of accepting and caring for those who are often 
overlooked or marginalized. This act of welcoming is equated with welcoming Jesus 
himself, highlighting the intrinsic worth of every individual. The call to “change and become 
like little children” implies a transformation of heart and mind. It suggests that entering the 
Kingdom of Heaven requires a fundamental shift in how one views oneself and others, 
moving away from pride and self-sufficiency towards humility and reliance on God. Lest we 
forget, Jesus came to us as a child, God sent the Son of God to us as a child. God is asking us 
to do the same thing. In essence, Matthew 18:1-5 challenges believers to rethink their 
notions of greatness and to embrace a childlike humility and openness. It is a call to value 
and welcome the lowly, to trust in God with a pure heart, and to undergo a transformation 
that aligns with the values of the Kingdom of Heaven. This passage serves as a timeless 
reminder of the virtues that are esteemed in the eyes of God and the attitudes that are 
necessary for true spiritual greatness. Go in Peace and be Christ like as a Child of God. 
Pastor Dwaine Sutherland 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

FAITH FORMATION & 

FAMILY MINISTRY ASSOCIATE POSITION 

Calvary is looking to hire a Faith Formation and Family Ministry person. If you are 
interested in applying for this position, you can see the full job description on Calvary's 
Website. The job is open to everyone. Please contact the Church Office, Pastor Dwaine or 
Pastor Amy. 
 

Calvary Lutheran Church is putting together a Call Committee for the possibility of calling a 
Deacon for the Faith Formation and Family Ministry Associate position. If you have any 
questions or have an interest in serving on the Committee, please contact Pastor Dwaine or 
Pastor Amy. 

 

  

 

 

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION 

 WITH PASTOR DWAINE 

Meet Pastor Dwaine for coffee and conversation on Thursdays at 
2:00pm at LuLu Beans. 

 

 

 



  

 

Social Kindness Committee 

Social Kindness has changed their meeting to Monday, November 4 at 1:00pm in the 
Friendship Room.  
  

 

  

 

Charity Circle 

Charity Circle will meet on Tuesday, November 5 at 6:30pm in the Koinonia Room (change 
of location due to General Election in the Friendship Room) 

 

  

 

Deaconess Meeting 

The Deaconess Meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 6 at 1:30pm in the Friendship 
Room. 

 

  

 

Altar Guild Needs Your Help! 
During our upcoming holiday season in church, we have no one signed up to help with 
communion in the month of December. Please seriously consider helping as we have many 
services with communion being served. Contact the church office or Susan Roepke 320-
894-4228 if you can help. Thank you! 
  

 

  

 

Silent Bible Study 

 1st, 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month in our Church Library 

Both men and women are encouraged to join this Bible Study from 

12 - 1:30pm. Coffee will be provided and bring your own lunch.   
  

 

  

 

    NTY 

   Friday, November 8 

          12:00 Noon 

How well do you know Pastor Amy? Did you know she lived in 4 different states before moving to 
Minnesota in 1984? Did you know she lived in 6 different cities before coming to Willmar? Did you know 
her first call as Pastor was with the Area Churches together (ACT), a six-point parish serving the 
Murdock, DeGraff, and Sunburg area?  While there, she began working at the Campus Ministry Center 
as Chaplain for Lutheran Campus Ministry, serving students and staff from Ridgewater College. Did you 
know she has worked in Youth Ministry for almost 30 years?  Did you know she still volunteers at the 
Campus Ministry Center on her day off? Did you know that she is the mother of 4 adult children and also 
is Mom to 6 fur babies, her kitties? She joined Calvary staff as Associate Pastor in August of 2024, after 
serving at Maynard Lutheran Church. If you want to know more about her life and the interesting lives 
of her children, please come to NTY on Friday, November 8th. Please call the church office by 4:30 P.M. 
Wednesday, November 6th to register for lunch, which is $7.00.  If you can't make it for lunch, you're 
welcome to come for the program at 1:00 p.m.  Please pay when you arrive and not at the church 
office. (Note that cancellations after Wednesday and no-shows will still require payment due to 
increased food costs.) Thank you. If any question, please call Diane Asche at 295-8938. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

Library News 

The Calvary Library is looking for volunteers to work in the library between church services 
on Sunday mornings. This is a no stress volunteer opportunity and training will be 
provided. If this is something that you might be interested in helping with, please contact 
Beth Bloomquist (320-905-8678), Kristi Glup (320-979-0295), or Cathy Halbritter (320-979-
0129). 
 

Let’s Read for Ice Cream!!! 
Who doesn’t love ice cream and reading? Your child can earn an ice cream treat each 
month by reading 10 books from the Calvary library. Stop by the library on Sunday 
mornings and pick up a form to keep track of book titles read. When 10 books have been 
read, turn in the form at the library in exchange for a coupon for an ice cream treat. If 
your child completes more than 1 form per month, their name will be entered in a drawing 
for a Culver’s Plushie. 

 

  

 



 

 

  

 

Creation Care 

Solar Lights for Ukraine - Update 

The date for assembling the Solar Lights for Ukraine has been moved to Tuesday, 
December 3 at 6:30 at Vinje. All the parts needed for our 100 lights (yes 100!!) were 
delayed in shipping and clearing customs. We will continue to update you on this change. 
THANKS to all who have provided funding for this important outreach to the people of 
Ukraine. 
Creation Care teams at Vinje, Calvary and Bethel  

 

  

 

 

 

  



 

Daylight Savings Ends at 2am November 3, 2024. 
Be sure set your clocks back 1 hour. 

 

 

  

 

On Sunday, November 3, at 10:15 service, we will 
have Noisy Offering for Hope for Our City. 
 

We will also have a Youth Led service with the 

Sunday School Students singing! 
 

 

 

  

 



 

  

 

  



 

 

  

If you or a loved one would like a pastoral visit (ill, hospitalized, or just because), 
please contact: 
 
Senior Pastor Dwaine Sutherland 
(651) 500-7657 - dsutherland@calvarywillmar.org 
 
Associate Pastor Amy Juel 
(320) 282-2225 - ajuel@calvarywillmar.org 
 
Associate Pastor Wayne Kopitzke 
(320) 841-1951 - revwayne100@gmail.com 
 
Our pastors are always willing to provide support in time of need. 

 

  

 

WEEKEND ATTENDANCE 
 

October 19 & 20 - 234 
YouTube - 129 households 

Sunday School Attendance - 38 
General Offering - $9,837.40 

 
October 26 & 27 - 237 

YouTube - 124 households 
Sunday School Attendance - 37 

General Offering - $8,528.84  
 

 



 


