
  

Calvary Lutheran Church 
TOGETHER IN CHRIST 
EMPOWERED TO BE AND MAKE DISCIPLES

FIRST COMMUNION 
The Third Sunday in Lent 

  Sunday, March 3, 2024 10:15 am 
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Today we hear about how Jesus gets angry when he sees something that he 
does not think is right or fair. When we look at the world, we can see lots of 
things that are not fair. Let’s think a bit today about how we can change this. 

 

Gathering Music “Act Justly” 
      “All the People Said Amen” 
      “Build Your Kingdom Here” 
Ringing of the Bell 

Good Morning from the Sunday School Children “Pharaoh, Pharaoh” 
 
Welcome 

Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness 
Loving God, 
We admit to you and to ourselves we do not always make the right  
decisions. Remind us that our selfish words and actions can affect  
others negatively. Help us to keep you in our hearts and minds as we 
decide right from wrong every day. 
 
We thank you for forgiving us each and every time we mess up. We are 
grateful, O Lord, for your unending kindness and grace. In your name 
we pray, Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 Let us pray together, 
 God of justice, help us to stand up for what we believe in as we try to 
 make the world a fairer place for everyone. Amen. 

Gathering Song  “Come, Now is the Time to Worship” 

Scripture Readings   
 Psalm 19 
         1 The heavens are telling the glory of God, 
             and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
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2 Day to day pours forth speech, 
    and night to night declares knowledge. 
3 There is no speech, nor are there words; 
    their voice is not heard; 
4 yet their voice goes out through all the earth 
    and their words to the end of the world. 
    In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 
5 which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, 
    and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens 
    and its circuit to the end of them, 
    and nothing is hid from its heat. 
7 The law of the Lord is perfect, 
    reviving the soul; 
    the decrees of the Lord are sure, 
    making wise the simple; 
8 the precepts of the Lord are right, 
    rejoicing the heart; 
    the commandment of the Lord is clear, 
    enlightening the eyes; 
9 the fear of the Lord is pure, 
    enduring forever; 
    the ordinances of the Lord are true 
    and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
    even much fine gold; 
    sweeter also than honey 
    and drippings of the honeycomb. 
11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned; 
     in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 But who can detect one’s own errors? 
    Clear me from hidden faults. 
13 Keep back your servant also from the insolent;[d] 
    do not let them have dominion over me. 
    Then I shall be blameless 
    and innocent of great transgression. 
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
    be acceptable to you, 
    O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 
Here ends the reading of the Psalm 
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New Testament Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perish-
ing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning 
I will thwart.” 20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where 
is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, 
to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wis-
dom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and fool-
ishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s fool-
ishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than 
human strength. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Message from the Children “The Hippo Song” 
Message to the Children Pastor Wayne Kopitzke “Love You Forever” 

Gospel Acclamation  “God Speaks Today” 
  In the beauty all surrounding, God speaks today. 
  In the love that keeps astounding, God speaks today. 
  As we live the invitation to restore each soul and nation, 
  as we strive to heal creation, God speaks today. 

 The Gospel  John 2:13-22 
The Gospel reading is found in the book of John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 
In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves and the 
money changers seated at their tables. 15 Making a whip of cords, he drove 
all of them out of the temple, with the sheep and the cattle. He also poured 
out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 He told 
those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here!  
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Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17 His disciples remembered 
that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18 The Jews then 
said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19 Jesus answered 
them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews 
then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and 
will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking of the temple of his 
body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he 
had said this, and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had 
spoken. 
This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon    Pastor Wayne Kopitzke “God Has Moved Into the Neighborhood” 
 
Song of the Day “Humble Thyself/Awesome God” 
 
Apostles’ Creed (page 105) 
 
Prayers of the Church  (Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.) 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
 
Offering Music “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”  ELW 512 
 
Offering Response “Change My Heart, O God” ELW 801 
 
Offertory Prayer 
 Let us pray, 
 Jesus, you are the bread of life 
 and the host of this meal. 
 Bless these gifts that we have gathered 
 that all people may know your goodness. 
 Feed us not only with this holy food 
 but with hunger for justice and peace. 
 We pray this in your name. Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
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 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
The Words of Institution and The Lord’s Prayer (page 112) 
 
Communion Music “Remembrance” 
       “Blessed Be Your Name” 
       “This Little Light of Mine”  ELW 677 
       “10,000 Reasons” 
        
Prayer after Communion 
 Dear Lord, thank you for nourishing us by being our Bread of Life.  
 Whether our human bodies and minds feel strong or weak, 
 we know you are always right here with us.  
 In your name we pray, Amen. 
 
Announcements 
 
Sending Prayer 

Christ Jesus, show us how to be brave enough to stand up for what is right 
and fair. Give us the courage to change the things we know are wrong and 
help us to make the world a fairer place together with our brothers and sis-
ters around the world. Amen. 

 
Sending Song/Noisy Offering  “My Lighthouse” 
 
Dismissal 
 Go in peace. Share your love. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
Postlude 

Sundays and Seasons v.20231227.1545 Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Prayer of the Day, faithandworship.com 

 
 
Hospitalized This Week: Troy Pederson  



7 

Let the Children Come 
Children are usually excellent at recognizing when they are having BIG feelings. 
Today we encounter Jesus expressing big feelings of his own. In great frustra-
tion with the moneychangers in the temple, Jesus displays some righteous an-
ger. For Jesus—and for us—the church is a place where we can have and ex-
press difficult emotions. Children are fiercely committed to fairness, and their 
acute awareness of the gap between the shalom we hope for and the reality on 
the ground can lead to feelings of anger and grief, as they did for Jesus.  

 
***If you or a loved one would like a pastoral visit (ill, hospitalized,  

or just because), please contact Senior Pastor Dwaine Sutherland at 
(651) 500-7657, or Interim Pastor Wayne Kopitzke at (320) 841-1951  

Pastor Dwaine or Pastor Wayne are always willing  
to provide support in time of need.*** 

Serving Today 
Preaching:     Pastor Dwaine Sutherland Saturday 5:30pm  
              Pastor Wayne D. Kopitzke - 8:00am & 10:15am 
 

Acolytes:            8:00 - Ethan Johnson, Nicholas Larsen 
             10:15 - Jayda Darger, Maya Thorson 
 

Communion Assistants: 8:00 - Amber VanEps, Bailey Nichols, Mckenna Mathews 
             10:15 - Erica Mathews, Corey Nelson, Elissa Nelson 
 

Greeters:      8:00 - Bob & Connie Dickerson, Paul & Janelle Higdem 
        10:15 - Sue Martin, Larry & Marcia Knutson   

Lectors:           Saturday -  5:30 - Lois Shaw 
        Sunday -     8:00 - Jim Swenson 
                 10:15 - Leah Kallevig & Abagal Scott 
 

Office:        7:45 - 9:30 - Nancy Fritz 
             9:30 - 11:15 - Mary Ellen de Cathelineau 
 

Sound:      8:00 - Doug Sawatzky 
        10:15 - Mark Bloomquist 
 

Video:         8:00 & 10:15 - David Sehloff 

2024 Calvary Council Leaders  
 

 Mary Jo de Cathelineau - Congregational President   John Dean 
 Brian Henrickson - Vice President                     Bob Dickerson 
 Bridget Pederson - Secretary                                    Caleb Hanson 
      Harley Aalfs             Lori Holmgren  
 Shane Baker 
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Easter Music 
Anyone interested in singing in an Easter 
Choir? Let me know asap so we can get 
started. (I know we have locked away the 
alleluias and hallelujahs but when re-
hearsing for Easter, we get to secretly 
“borrow” them.) I am also seeking in-
strumentalists to add to our Easter Ser-
vices?! Let’s make our Easter services ex-
tra special using the talent of Calvary! 
 

I’m curious………What is your favorite 
Easter Hymn? You can let me know by  
letting me know in person or by texting, 
calling, etc. 
 

Time & Talents 
Your time and talents are needed in the 
following ways - serving on the Altar Guild 
and/or the Stewardship Committee!  
  

Altar Guild is looking for youth, adults, or 
families to serve by preparing communion 
for weekly services. There is a wealth of 
knowledge to be passed down from our 
faithful members and lots of fun to be 
had in the process! If you or your family 
is interested in serving in this way please 
check in with Pastor Dwaine and he'll get 
you connected.  
  

Stewardship Committee is looking to in-
crease it's membership and they work on 
important tasks such as annual steward-
ship campaign, fundraising, collecting 
time and talents info, and will be working 
on a Volunteer Fair this year! Please 
check in with Pastor Dwaine and he'll get 
you connected.  
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Join us at Calvary Lutheran Church  
Saturday March 23rd at 1PM for our  
annual Easter egg hunt. We will plan to 
hold it on the green space to the west of 
the church, in case of too much snow the 
backup will be in the parking lot.  
 
 
 
 

March Is Food Shelf Month 
March is the month that we emphasize 
the need to stock the shelves at the Kan-
diyohi County Food Shelf. Although food 
and monetary donations can be given at 
any time, and Easter is March 31 this 
year, we have designated April 6 & 7 as 
Food Shelf Sunday. We will have a pro-
cessional offering of non-perishable food 
items and monetary donations. Up until 
that final weekend, we are asking the 
Sunday School and Confirmation students 
to participate: 
 

March 2 & 3 - Canned fruit, vegetables, 
meats (Spam, tuna) 
March 9 & 10 - Soups 
March 16 & 17 - Cereals, granola bars 
March 23 & 24 - Pasta noodles, mac and 
cheese, etc. 
 

Please mark these dates on your calendar 
and join us in this special fundraiser. Our 
Kandiyohi County Food Shelf served over 
604 households per month in 2023 and 
gave out 432,000 pounds of food! 
 

Thank you, Calvary, for giving to the 
needs of our community. 
 

Social Kindness Committee 
 

Honor Loved Ones 
Every Easter, Calvary likes to 
fill the Sanctuary with flowers, 
provided in honor and in 
memory of loved ones. You 
are invited to purchase plants 
for $10 per plant to express 
your love and appreciation 
and help the church defray 
the cost of providing the 

plants. Friday, March 22, 2024, is the 
last day to order Easter flowers. Please 
stop by the office to place an order for a 
loved one. If paying by check, make pay-
able to "Calvary Lutheran Church". Thank 
you! 
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Ready Set Glow 
Grades 1st - 5th are invited to a glow 
party March 17th from 3pm - 5pm. 
Cost is $5.00 per child to cover the 
snacks and water costs. Registration can 
be picked up with Erica Mathews or in the 
Church office. 
 

 
Day Camp 2024 
July 15th - 18th 

For Youth Completed Grades K-5 
We will bus the youth from Vinje Lutheran 
Church in the mornings to The Shores of St 
Andrew to spend the day, then bus back in the 
afternoon.  Register at www.gllm.org and use 
code willmardc2024 

Weekend Attendance - 233 
February 28th - 137 

YouTube - 167 households 
General Offering - $23,899.60 
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Calvary Staff 
 

Senior Pastor:  Dwaine Sutherland   
Interim Pastor: Wayne D. Kopitzke 
Director of Music Ministry:  Naomi Powers-Baker 
Faith Formation Coordinator - Children & Youth:  Erica Mathews 
Office Manager:  Teri Sokulski 
Office Assistant:  Marie Fett 
Custodians:  Kim Schow & Ken Newberg 
Head Usher:  Randy Novak 
Kitchen Coordinator:  Enola Dowdell 
Calvary Cemetery Sexton:  Ron Keith 

Sunday March 10th 
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Sunday, March 3 
8:00am  Worship Service - Pastor Wayne Kopitzke 
9:05am  Sunday School/ECFSS 
10:15am  1st Communion - 2nd graders 
10:15am  Noisy Offering 
10:15am  Worship Service - Pastor Wayne Kopitzke 
10:45am  Worship Service on KWLM 1340 am or 96.3 fm 
11:00am  Svea - P. Dwaine 
1:00pm  Worship Service-WRAC 181 
4:00pm  Girl Scout #3515 - Rm 109/111 
8:00pm  Worship Service-WRAC 181 
 
Monday, March 4 
5:00pm  Bell Choir 
6:30pm  Cub Scouts - Koinonia Room 
7:00pm  Scouts BSA - Bethany Hall 
 
Tuesday, March 5 
 Primary Election - 6am - 8pm 
1:00pm  Social Kindness Committee 
6:30pm  Worship Service - WRAC 181 
7:00pm  Native American History 
7:00pm  Zoom Pilates with Lori 
 
Wednesday, March 6 
1:30pm  Deaconess Meeting 
5:30pm  Evening Supper 
6:15pm  Midweek Worship 
 
Thursday, March 7 
9:30am  Text Bible Study - Friendship Room 
1:00pm  Quilters 
5:45pm  Girl Scouts #3655 Rooms 206/208 
6:00pm  Girl Scouts Troup #3656 - Koinonia Room 
 
Saturday, March 9 - Set your clocks ahead tonight 
5:30pm  Chapel Service - Pastor Wayne Kopitzke 
 
Sunday, March 10 - Daylight Savings Begins 
8:00am  Worship Service - Pastor Dwaine Sutherland 
9:05am  Sunday School 
10:15am  Worship Service - Pastor Dwaine Sutherland 
10:45am  Worship Service on KWLM 1340 am or 96.3 fm 
11:00am  Svea - Pastor Wayne Kopitzke 
1:00pm  Worship Service-WRAC 181 
3:00pm  Girl Scout Troup #3500 - Friendship Room 
8:00pm  Worship Service-WRAC 181 


