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TOGETHER IN CHRIST 
EMPOWERED TO BE AND MAKE DISCIPLES

Sunday, February 25, 2024  10:15 am 

The Second Weekend in Lent 
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The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham 
and Sarah: God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God will 

remain in everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share  
Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life into being where there was no life. We  

receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham  
receive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get new identities in  

baptism, as we put on Christ.  

 

Gathering Music 

Ringing of the Bell 

Welcome 

Installation of Calvary Council Members 

Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

Gathering Song “Lord Jesus, You Shall be My Song” ELW 808 

Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness 
In the season of Lent, we are invited on a journey. We are invited to walk a 
path of reflection, acknowledging both the shadows and light of our lives. 
Trusting in the grace of God, and before one another, let us admit the 
shadows and light. 
 
Holy God, you know us better than we know ourselves, and you see 
us more clearly. Sometimes we pretend to be better than we are. We 
do things we know will hurt others and act as though we are blame-
less. But we aren’t.  
We are guilty and we are broken. You love us more than we can imag-
ine and we ask for your forgiveness. In the name of Jesus, who came 
to show us the way. Amen. 
 
Hear these words of assurance. Be glad in the Lord, rejoice and shout for 
joy for indeed we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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Canticle for Lent  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leader sings: There’s no other way, no price that I could pay, 
     simply to the cross I cling. 
     This is all I need, this is all I plead,  
     that His blood was shed for me.  
        (repeat congregational response) 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray together, 
O God, grant us the ability to willingly suffer shame and loss in order 
that we may glory in the cross of Christ. We pray in the name of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Scripture Readings 
 First Reading:  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, 
“I am God Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. 2 Then I 
will make my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your 
numbers.” 
3 Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, 4 “As for me, this is my cove-
nant with you: You will be the father of many nations. 5 No longer will you 
be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father 
of many nations. 6 I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, 
and kings will come from you. 7 I will establish my covenant as an  
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everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after  
you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your  
descendants after you. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 Psalm 22:23-31 
23 You who fear the LORD, praise him! 
    All you descendants of Jacob, honor him! 
    Revere him, all you descendants of Israel! 
24 For he has not despised or scorned 
    the suffering of the afflicted one; 
he has not hidden his face from him 
    but has listened to his cry for help. 
25 From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly; 
    before those who fear you I will fulfill my vows. 
26 The poor will eat and be satisfied; 
    those who seek the LORD will praise him— 
    may your hearts live forever! 
27 All the ends of the earth 
    will remember and turn to the LORD, 
and all the families of the nations 
    will bow down before him, 
28 for dominion belongs to the LORD 
    and he rules over the nations. 
29 All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; 
    all who go down to the dust will kneel before him— 
    those who cannot keep themselves alive. 
30 Posterity will serve him; 
    future generations will be told about the Lord. 
31 They will proclaim his righteousness, 
    declaring to a people yet unborn: 
    He has done it! 
 Here ends the reading of the Psalm 

Second Reading: Romans 4:13-25 
13 It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the 
promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness 
that comes by faith. 14 For if those who depend on the law are heirs, faith 
means nothing and the promise is worthless, 15 because the law brings 
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wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression. 
16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and 
may be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of 
the law but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of 
us all. 17 As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He is 
our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life 
to the dead and calls into being things that were not. 
 
18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of 
many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 19 
Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good 
as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb 
was also dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the prom-
ise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 being 
fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. 22 This is 
why “it was credited to him as righteousness.” 23 The words “it was credited 
to him” were written not for him alone, 24 but also for us, to whom God will 
credit righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord 
from the dead. 25 He was delivered over to death for our sins and was 
raised to life for our justification. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  “Lord, Be Glorified” ELW 744 

The Gospel  Mark 8:31-38 
 The Gospel reading is found in the book of Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke 
plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 
33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get 
behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, 
but merely human concerns.” 
34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and 
said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, 
but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 What 
good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or 
what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of 
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me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of 
Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the 
holy angels.” 
This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message 

Sermon  Pastor Dwaine Sutherland 

Song of the Day “I Will Follow” (Lyrics on screen) 

Apostles’ Creed (page 105) 

Prayers of the Church and The Lord’s Prayer (page 112) 
  (Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.) 

Sharing of the Peace 

Offering Music “Hymn of Promise” 
 
Offering Response “Change My Heart, O God” ELW 801 

 
Offertory Prayer 
     Blessed are you, Holy One, 

for all good things come from you. 
Show us that we receive what we seek 
and follow your Son, Jesus, 
in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 
Announcements 
 
Sending Blessing 

Beloved, 
we are God’s own people, 
holy, washed, renewed. 
God bless you and keep you, 
shower you with mercy, 
fill you with courage, 
and give you peace. Amen. 
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Sending Song  “Will You Come and Follow Me” (The Summons) ELW 798 
 

Dismissal 
 Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.  
 Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude 
Sundays and Seasons v.20231227.1545 Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Confession & Forgiveness  “Wri en by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, ‘Hold Fast to What Is Good’. Used with permission.  

Hospitalized This Week: Bill Meyer 
 
PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY TO THE FAMILY OF:  Joel Hansen, son of Genevieve 
Halvorson 

Baptized this weekend into the life of Christ:  

                        Nicholas Nolan Larsen 
Father - Nathan Larsen, Grandparents - Klay & Vernae Larsen 
Sponsors - Ryan & Miranda Larsen 

 
Calvary Staff 

 

  Senior Pastor:  Dwaine Sutherland   
  Interim Pastor: Wayne D. Kopitzke 
  Director of Music Ministry:  Naomi Powers-Baker 
  Faith Formation Coordinator - Children & Youth:  Erica Mathews 
  Office Manager:  Teri Sokulski 
  Office Assistant:  Marie Fett 
  Custodians:  Kim Schow & Ken Newberg 
  Head Usher:  Randy Novak 
  Kitchen Coordinator:  Enola Dowdell 
  Calvary Cemetery Sexton:  Ron Keith 
 

2024 Calvary Council Leaders  
 Mary Jo de Cathelineau - Congregational President  John Dean 
 Brian Henrickson - Vice President                    Bob Dickerson 
 Bridget Pederson - Secretary                                  Caleb Hanson 
      Harley Aalfs            Lori Holmgren        
      Shane Baker 
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From Down the Hall – February 2024 
by Naomi Baker 
 

Thanks for the feedback…and keep it  
coming! I value your feedback. Please  
continue to let me know if a song or part 
of the liturgy was extra special or if there’s 
something you haven’t heard for a while. 
 

Anyone interested in singing in an  
EASTER CHOIR?! Let me know asap so 
we can get started. (I know we have 
locked away the alleluias and hallelujahs 
but when rehearsing for Easter, we get to 
secretly “borrow” them.) I am also seeking 
instrumentalists to add to our Easter 
Services?! Let’s make our Easter services 
extra special using the talent of Calvary! 
 

I’m curious………What is your favorite 
Easter Hymn? You can let me know by  
letting me know in person or by texting, 
calling, etc. 
 

Until next time, make a noise! 
“There’s a song in you and it wants to 
live outside of you. The world and 
you both win when you express it.” 
John Jacobson 
 

TIME & TALENTS 
Your time and talents are needed in the 
following ways - serving on the Altar Guild 
and/or the Stewardship Committee!  
  

Altar Guild is looking for youth, adults, or 
families to serve by preparing communion 
for weekly services. There is a wealth of 
knowledge to be passed down from our 
faithful members and lots of fun to be had 
in the process! If you or your family is in-
terested in serving in this way please 
check in with Pastor Dwaine and he'll get 
you connected.  
  

Stewardship Committee is looking to in-
crease it's membership and they work on 
important tasks such as annual steward-
ship campaign, fundraising, collecting time 
and talents info, and will be working on a 
Volunteer Fair this year! Please check in 
with Pastor Dwaine and he'll get you con-
nected.  

LIBRARY NEWS 
The Girl Who Never Made Mistakes by 
Mark Pett and Gary Rubinstein is a book 
used by Pastor Wayne in a children’s ser-
mon last fall and it is now available to 
check out in the library. Beatrice Bottom-
well has NEVER (not once!) made a mis-
take. She never forgets her math home-
work, she never wears mismatched socks, 
and she ALWAYS wins the yearly talent 
show at school. In fact, the entire town 
calls her The Girl Who Never Makes Mis-
takes! One day, the inevitable happens: 
Beatrice makes a huge mistake in front of 
everyone! But in the end, readers (and 
perfectionists) will realize that life is more 
fun when you enjoy everything—even the 
mistakes. 
 

March Is Food Shelf Month 
March is the month that we emphasize the 
need to stock the shelves at the Kandiyohi 
County Food Shelf. Although food and 
monetary donations can be given at any 
time, and Easter is March 31 this year, we 
have designated April 6 & 7 as Food Shelf 
Sunday. We will have a processional offer-
ing of non-perishable food items and mon-
etary donations. Up until that final week-
end, we are asking the Sunday School and 
Confirmation students to participate: 
 

March 2 & 3 - Canned fruit, vegetables, 
meats (Spam, tuna) 
March 9 & 10 - Soups 
March 16 & 17 - Cereals, granola bars 
March 23 & 24 - Pasta noodles, mac and 
cheese, etc. 
 

Please mark these dates on your calendar 
and join us in this special fundraiser. Our 
Kandiyohi County Food Shelf served over 
604 households per month in 2023 and 
gave out 432,000 pounds of food! 
 

Thank you, Calvary, for giving to the 
needs of our community. 
 

Social Kindness Committee 
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Honor Loved Ones 
Every Easter, Calvary likes 
to fill the Sanctuary with 
flowers, provided in honor 
and in memory of loved 
ones. You are invited to 
purchase plants for $10 
per plant to express your 
love and appreciation and 
help the church defray the 
cost of providing the 
plants. Friday, March 22, 

2024, is the last day to order Easter flow-
ers. Please stop by the office to place an 
order for a loved one. If paying by check, 
make payable to "Calvary Lutheran 
Church". Thank you! 
 

Prayer Boxes 
The First Communion Class of 2024 have 
finished their Prayer Boxes and they have 
been set on the table outside the sanctu-
ary. Please take time to write a special 
note or favorite verse to each youth. This 
was so special to see last year. 

 
ECFSS 

Early Childhood Family Sunday School, 
Sunday March 3rd from 9:05am - 10:00am 
in the Gathering Place. Ages birth - 3 yr. 
olds. We will be talking about Easter/Jesus 
Dies and Rises. 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Join us at Calvary Lutheran Church  
Saturday March 23rd at 1PM for our  
annual Easter egg hunt. We will plan to 
hold it on the green space to the west of 
the church, in case of too much snow the 
backup will be in the parking lot.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You! 
On behalf of the Calvary Youth and myself 
I would like to extend a HUGE THANK YOU 
to everyone who supports summer camp 
and helped us reach our goal of 
$13,000.00 again this year! You all amaze 
me! -Erica Mathews  

 
Pollinator Plot Update 2: 

February 23, 2024, Edition 
Many insects serve as pollinators, but 
most people think of bees when they hear 
the term pollinator. Did you know Minne-
sota has over 500 species of native 
bees? Most of these spend the winter hi-
bernating as adults or larvae in the 
ground, hidden in plant litter on the 
ground, or in the stems of native plants. If 
you visit Calvary’s pollinator plot this win-
ter, what might appear to be lifeless stems 
protruding from the snow is actually full of 
life waiting to renew busy lives as spring 
arrives. Therefore, leaving leaf and plant 
litter and standing vegetation in the fall 
provides critical habitat for pollinators and 
other wildlife through the winter.  
 

Ready Set Glow 
Grades 1st - 5th are invited to a glow 
party March 17th from 3pm - 5pm. 
Cost is $5.00 per child to cover the 
snacks and water costs. Registration can 
be picked up with Erica Mathews or in the 
Church office. 
 

Day Camp 2024 
July 15th - 18th 

For Youth Completed Grades K-5 
We will bus the youth from Vinje Lutheran 
Church in the mornings to The Shores of St 
Andrew to spend the day, then bus back in the 
afternoon.  Register at www.gllm.org and use 
code willmardc2024 
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Serving Today 
Preaching:     Pastor Wayne D. Kopitzke Saturday 5:30pm  
        Pastor Dwaine Sutherland- 8:00am & 10:15am 
 

Acolytes:               8:00 - Oliver Erickson, Max Garberding 
                 10:15 - Andrew Christenson, Hailey Arends 
 
 

Greeters:      8:00 - Roger & Barb Baker, Owen & Susan de Cathelineau 
        10:15 - Tom & Ashley Gilbertson, Scott & Kristi Glup   

Lectors:           Saturday -  5:30 - Susan Roepke 
        Sunday -     8:00 - Dion Warne 
                  10:15 - Marcia Knutson 
 

Office:             7:45 - 9:30 - Dorie Larsen 
                      9:30 - 11:15 - Carol Toutge 
 

Sound:           8:00 - Doug Sawatzky 
            10:15 - Victoria Larsen 
 

Video:           8 & 10:15 - Richard Riemer 

PLASTIC RECYCLING 
Calvary-your plastic recycling efforts are 
contagious! Since we began our program 
in November 2021, five area churches 
have reached out for information on how 
to start the program. Thanks for spread-
ing the word and caring for God’s  
creation! 

Help Wanted 
Erica Mathews could use some volunteers 
to help stuff Easter Eggs on March 11th at 
10:00am in Bethany Hall!  

Weekend Attendance - 258 
February 21st - 197 

YouTube - 166 households 
General Offering - $11,774.84 

***If you or a loved one would like a pastoral visit (ill, hospitalized,  
or just because), please contact Senior Pastor Dwaine Sutherland at 

(651) 500-7657, or Interim Pastor Wayne Kopitzke at (320) 841-1951  
Pastor Dwaine or Pastor Wayne are always willing  

to provide support in time of need.*** 
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Sunday, February 25 
8:00am   Worship Service - P. Dwaine - Installation of Council Members 
9:05am   Sunday School 
10:15am  Worship Service - P. Dwaine - Installation of Council Members 
10:45am  Worship Service on KWLM 1340 am or 96.3 fm 
11:00am  Svea - P. Wayne 
1:00pm Worship Service-WRAC 181 
2:00pm Cub Scouts Pinewood Derby-Set up/Weigh In Bethany Hall 
8:00pm Worship Service-WRAC 181 
 
Monday, February 26 
5:00pm Bell Choir 
6:00pm Cub Scouts Pinewood Derby - Bethany Hall 
6:30pm Scouts BSA 
 
Tuesday, February 27 
6:00pm Cub Scouts/Girl Scouts Pinewood Derby/Take Down-Bethany Hall 
6:30pm Worship Service - WRAC 181 
7:00pm Zoom Pilates with Lori 
 
Wednesday, February 28 
5:30pm Evening Supper 
6:15pm Midweek Worship 
 
Thursday, February 29 
9:30am Text Bible Study - P. Wayne Friendship Room 
1:00pm Quilters 
 
Saturday, March 2 
10:00am Praise Band 
5:30pm Chapel Service - P. Dwaine 
 
Sunday, March 3 
8:00am Worship Service - P. Wayne 
9:05am Sunday School/ECFSS 
10:15am Noisy Offering 
10:15am Worship Service - P. Wayne - First Communion for 2nd Graders 
10:45am Worship Service on KWLM 1340 am or 96.3 fm 
11:00am Svea - P. Dwaine 
1:00pm Worship Service-WRAC 181 
4:00pm Girl Scout #3515 - Rm 109/111 
8:00pm Worship Service-WRAC 181 
 


