
  

Calvary Lutheran Church 
TOGETHER IN CHRIST 
EMPOWERED TO BE AND MAKE DISCIPLES

 
Sunday February 11, 2024 10:15am 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
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This time after Epiphany began with a star illuminating the way to discover the  
Messiah and now ends with the light shining from Jesus himself into our lives.  
The psalm proclaims that God “[calls] the earth from the rising of the sun to its  
setting” (50:1). Pay attention to what the “heavens declare” (50:6), from quiet  

sunrises to gorgeous sunsets and the brightness between, sustaining life and filling  
the day. Can you point to where the sun is right now? Go to sunrise-sunset.org to l 

earn when the sun will rise and set where you live today. Could noting the movement  
of the sun serve as a devotional practice, thanking God for its rising and setting?  

Gathering Music 

 

Ringing of the Bell 

Welcome 

Greeting 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 

Gathering Song “Here I Am to Worship”  
 
Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness 

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
We are yours, Lord, though we fight for control. Take our lives; make 
us yours. 

Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
We are yours, Lord, though our busyness gets in the way. Take our 
days; make them yours. 

Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love. 
We are yours, Lord, though we are not always in service. Take our 
hands; make them yours. 

Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee. 
We are yours, Lord, even though our feet don’t always move with your 
Spirit. Take our feet; make them yours. Amen. 

Be assured, God who loves us forgives our thoughts, words and actions 
more times than we can count. 
We thank you God. Amen. 
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Song “Take My Life, That I May Be”  ELW 583 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, stay with us always, not only in our worship, 
but as we share the risk and challenge of living our faith. 
By your powerful Spirit, turn our fear to courage. 
Your glory shines in the face of Christ;  
shine in our hearts and lives. 
May your name be praised, glorious God! Amen.  

 
Scripture Readings 
 First Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-12 

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, 
Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay 
here, for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As 
the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went 
down to Bethel. 3 The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to 
Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your mas-
ter away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” 
But he said, “As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” 
So they came to Jericho. 5 The company of prophets who were at Jericho 
drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will 
take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; keep si-
lent.” 
6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the Lord has sent me to the Jor-
dan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.” So the two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of the company of prophets 
also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both were stand-
ing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck 
the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and the 
two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for 
you before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double 
share of your spirit.” 10 He responded, “You have asked a hard thing, yet if 
you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of 
fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heav-
en. 12 Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of  
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Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped 
his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 Psalm 50:1-6 
1 The mighty one, God the Lord, 
    speaks and summons the earth 
    from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 
    God shines forth. 
3 Our God comes and does not keep silent; 
    before him is a devouring fire 
    and a mighty tempest all around him. 
4 He calls to the heavens above 
    and to the earth, that he may judge his people: 
5 “Gather to me my faithful ones, 
    who made a covenant with me by sacrifice!” 
6 The heavens declare his righteousness, 
    for God himself is judge. 
Here ends the reading of the Psalm 

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In 
their case the deity of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, 
to keep them from seeing clearly the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do not proclaim ourselves; we 
proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’s 
sake. 6 For it is the God who said, “Light will shine out of darkness,” who 
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Christ.   
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” ELW 172 

The Gospel  Mark 9:2-9 
 The Gospel reading is found in the book of Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
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2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led  
them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured  
before them, 3 and his clothes became dazzling bright, such as no one on 
earth could brighten them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, 
who were talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good 
for us to be here; let us set up three tents: one for you, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 Then a 
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is 
my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, 
they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.   9 As they were com-
ing down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had 
seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message 
 
Sermon   Pastor Dwaine Sutherland 

Song of the Day “You Are Holy” ELW 525 (sing twice) 

Apostles’ Creed (page 105) 

Prayers of the Church and The Lord’s Prayer (page 112) 
  (God of grace, receive our prayer.) 

Sharing of the Peace 

Offering Music “Open the Eyes of My Heart” 
Offering Response “Everything That We Have” 
Offertory Prayer 
 Gracious God, as we offer our offerings, may these gifts reflect the 
 warming light of your love in our lives. Just as Jesus was transfigured, 
 may our hearts be transformed, and our actions reflect the love and 
 truth Jesus embodies. Bless our giving and use it to bring your divine 
 light to a world in need. In the name of Jesus, our Lord, we pray. Amen. 

Announcements 
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Sending Blessing 
Beloved, go now in the strength and power of what you have witnessed in 
this place knowing that the glory that leads us into transition also comforts us 
in our growing pains and sustains us as we take up our mantle and cross 
over to the other side. Amen. 

 
Sending Song  “Shine, Jesus, Shine”  ELW 671 
 
Dismissal 
 Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.  
 Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude 

Sundays and Seasons v.20231227.1545 Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Prayer of the day reprinted by permission of the publisher from Touch Holiness, ed.  

Ruth C. Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi. Copyright © 1990 by The Pilgrim Press.  
Confession, Wri en by Ciona D. Rouse, The Africana Worship Book, Year B  

(Nashville: Discipleship Resources, 2007), 151.  
Sending Blessing, Wri en by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, August 2023. 

 
Serving Today 

Preaching:        Pastor Dwaine Sutherland 
Acolytes:             8:00 - Anthony Thompson, Ryan Wentzel 
         10:15 - Ethan Johnson, Keltyn Quist 
Greeters:             8:00 - Al & Elaine Simon, Jim & Barb Swenson 
             10:15 - David & Laura Sehloff, David & Darlene Damhof 
Lectors:          Saturday -  5:30 - Julie Neumann 
       Sunday -    8:00 - Wayne Nelson 
             10:15 - Shane Baker 
Office:            7:45 - 9:30 - Sally Olson 
                     9:30 - 11:15 - Susan Martin 
Sound:          8:00 - Doug Sawatzky 
          10:15 - Victoria Larsen 
Video:         8 & 10:15 - Troy Pederson 

 
Weekly Attendance - 329 

YouTube - 116 households 
General Offering - $16,887.50 

 
HOSPITALZED THIS WEEK:  Noe Hernandez 
 
PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY TO THE FAMILY OF:   Lori Biever, Daughter of Angie 
Amundson and Sister of Kristi Glup and Sandy Hanson. 
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Genesis 3:19b “you are dust, and to dust 
you shall return.” 
 
This is what we hear every Ash Wednes-
day worship service as we receive ashes 
to remember and recognize our humanity 
and our mortality. The imposition of ashes 
in a worship service is not in the Bible per 
say but neither is Christmas worship, but it 
is an important worship service to remem-
ber that we are not Gods. It is a reminder 
for us that it is God who provides us with 
grace and faith and God gives grace freely 
because of God’s never-failing love for us. 
 
As we remember our mortality, we can 
also remember the eternal life given to us 
into the Kingdom of God. Ash Wednesday 
has always been an antinomy for me, as 
we are remembering our mortality, and it 
is the beginning of the Lent season of 
worship as we prepare and wait for the 
crucifixion of our Lord, yet we know how 
the story ends. Jesus returns from the 
tomb in his resurrection and ascension to 
the Father and promises us a resurrection 
like his. It is good that we remember our 
mortality because it reminds us that we 
are not God and it grounds us a humble 
faith. 
 
Ash Wednesday has fallen on Valentines 
Day 3 times in the last one hundred years 
and falls on Valentines Day this year and 
will again 2029. It is a rare occasion for 
Ash Wednesday and Valentines to share 
days and it recalls, can those two holidays 
reconcile? I give it a resounding yes! So, I 
invite you to our Ash Wednesday and Val-
entine celebration February 14th, 2024, 
and hear how those two holidays actually 
go together very well.      
          Pastor Dwaine Sutherland 
 

GATHER BIBLE STUDY 
The Gather Bible Study will meet on 
Wednesday, February 21 at 10:00 am in 
the Friendship Room. 
 

WELCOME TO THE TEAM, ERICA! 
An official welcome to Erica Mathews as a 
full-time staff member at Calvary.  Erica 
previously worked with the youth program 
at Calvary as a volunteer, and then as a 
part-time staff member.  We are happy to 
announce Erica has accepted the full-time 
job working with youth, birth through 
young adults.  Welcome Erica!  A short bio 
if you don’t know her:  “I live in Willmar 
with my husband Mike and our 4 kids ages 
8-15.  I spend a LOT of time chasing kids 
to events when I am not working.  I love 
my job and will continue to work hard to 
make Calvary a great place for all of our 
youth!” 

 
LIBRARY NEWS 

The Girl From the Train, written by Irma 
Joubert, is an international bestseller for 
adults. Jakob Kowalski, a Polish resistance 
fighter, is planting a bomb on the tracks to 
destroy a German troop transport. Howev-
er, six-year-old Gretl Schmidt is on an un-
scheduled train to reach the bomb first. 
Gretl is the only survivor. She finds herself 
lost in a country hostile to her people. 
When Jakob discovers her, guilt and fa-
therly compassion prompt him to take her 
in. For three years, the young man and the 
little girl form a bond over the secrets they 
must hide from his Catholic family. 
 

LIBRARY HOURS 
The library will be open every 

Sunday between the 
  8:00 and 10:15 services 
 
***If you or a loved one would like a 
pastoral visit (ill, hospitalized,  
or just because), please contact Sen-
ior Pastor Dwaine Sutherland at 
(651) 500-7657 -  
dsutherland@calvarywillmar.org or  
Interim Pastor Wayne Kopitzke at 
(320) 841-1951 - 
revwayne100@gmail.com 
Pastor Dwaine and Pastor Wayne are 
always willing to provide  
support in time of need.*** 
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HONOR LOVED ONES 

Every Easter, Calvary likes to fill the Sanctuary with flowers, pro-
vided in honor and in memory of loved ones. You are invited to 
purchase plants for $10 per plant to express your love and appreci-
ation and help the church defray cost of providing the plants.  
Friday, March 22, 2024, is the last day to order Easter flowers. 
Please stop by the office to place an order for a loved one. If pay-
ing by check, make payable to "Calvary Lutheran Church". Thank 
you! 
 

 

 
The Bulletin for Sunday, February 4 was sponsored in honor of Donna  
Gilbertson’s 90th birthday by her son Jeff and family.  Her birthday was  
February 6. 
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Calvary Staff 
  Senior Pastor:  Dwaine Sutherland   
  Interim Pastor: Wayne D. Kopitzke 
  Director of Music Ministry:  Naomi Powers-Baker 
  Faith Formation Coordinator - Children & Youth:  Erica Mathews 
  Office Manager:  Teri Sokulski 
  Office Assistant:  Marie Fett 
  Custodians:  Kim Schow & Ken Newberg 
  Head Usher:  Randy Novak 
  Kitchen Coordinator:  Enola Dowdell 
  Calvary Cemetery Sexton:  Ron Keith 

 
2024 Calvary Council Leaders  

 Mary Jo de Cathelineau - Congregational President  John Dean 
 Brian Henrickson - Vice President                    Caleb Hanson 
 Bridget Pederson - Secretary             Janel Skindelien 
 Harley Aalfs             Christina Stegeman 
 Shane Baker 

Sunday, February 11 
8:00am Worship Service - P. Dwaine 
9:05am Sunday School 
10:15am Worship Service - P. Dwaine 
10:45am Worship Service on KWLM  
   1340 am or 96.3 fm 
11:00am Svea - P. Wayne 
1:00pm Worship Service-WRAC 181 
3:00pm Girl Scout Troup #3500 -   
   Friendship Room 
8:00pm Worship Service-WRAC 181 
 
Monday, February 12 
6:30pm Cub Scouts - Koinonia Room 
7:00pm Scouts BSA - Bethany Hall 
 
Tuesday, February 13 
1:00pm Finance Committee  
   Friendship Room 
5:15pm Stewardship Committee 
6:00pm Council Meeting 
   Friendship Room 
6:30pm Worship Service - WRAC 181 
7:00pm Zoom Pilates with Lori 
 
Wednesday, February 14 
12:00pm Ash Wednesday Service 
   Svea - P. Wayne 
5:30pm Evening Dinner 
6:15pm Midweek Worship 

Thursday, February 15 
9:30am Text Bible Study - P. Wayne  
   Friendship Room 
1:00pm Quilters 
5:45pm Girl Scouts #3655 
   Rooms 206/208 
6:00pm Girl Scouts #3749 
   Rooms 109/111 
6:00pm Girl Scouts Troup #3656 
   Koinonia Room 
 
Saturday, February 17 
10:00am Praise Band 
5:30pm Chapel Service - P. Dwaine 
 
Sunday, February 18 
8:00am Worship Service - P. Wayne 
9:05am Sunday School 
10:15am Worship Service - P. Wayne 
10:45am Worship Service on KWLM  
   1340 am or 96.3 fm 
11:00am Svea - P. Dwaine 
12:00pm Birthday Party (Fink Family)  
   Friendship Room 
1:00pm Worship Service-WRAC 181 
4:00pm Girl Scout #3515 - Rm 109/111 
8:00pm Worship Service-WRAC 181 
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CREATION CARE 
Pollinator Plot Update 1 
February 2024 Edition 

 
Did you know that Calvary has established a polli-

nator plot on the west portion of the former Bethesda property? Over 80 species of 
native plants were seeded and 2024 will be its second growing season. Native plants 
are important to pollinators and other wildlife all year long. Be watching for more in-
formation explaining the importance of native plants and pollinator habitat during all 
of our Minnesota seasons. 

 
 
 
 

SINGING FOR FUN 
This "Singing for Fun" group will pause during Lent and resume 
in April. 
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