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Prelude: Pastor David Severtson 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
 

Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. 
 

To you be given all praise, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Gathering Song: Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading (ELW 401 verses 1-3) 
 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your 
presence intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the 
world, and in the end bring everything into your glory, through Jesus 
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Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Children’s Message 
 
Gospel: Acts 1:1-11 (GNT Pew Bible page 1302) 

1 Dear Theophilus: 
In my first book I wrote about all the things that Jesus did and taught from 

the time he began his work 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven. Before 
he was taken up, he gave instructions by the power of the Holy Spirit to the 
men he had chosen as his apostles. 3 For forty days after his death he appeared 
to them many times in ways that proved beyond doubt that he was alive. They 
saw him, and he talked with them about the Kingdom of God. 4 And when they 
came together,[a] he gave them this order: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait 
for the gift I told you about, the gift my Father promised. 5 John baptized with 
water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

6 When the apostles met together with Jesus, they asked him, “Lord, will 
you at this time give the Kingdom back to Israel?” 

7 Jesus said to them, “The times and occasions are set by my Father's own 
authority, and it is not for you to know when they will be. 8 But when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon you, you will be filled with power, and you will be witnesses 
for me in Jerusalem, in all of Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 9 After saying this, he was taken up to heaven as they watched him, and 
a cloud hid him from their sight. 

10 They still had their eyes fixed on the sky as he went away, when two men 
dressed in white suddenly stood beside them 11 and said, “Galileans, why are 
you standing there looking up at the sky? This Jesus, who was taken from you 
into heaven, will come back in the same way that you saw him go to heaven.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon: “???” Pastor Naomi Mahler 
 
Hymn of the Day: A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing! (ELW 393 verses 1, 3-5) 
 
Receive New Members 
Presentation 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to 
make public affirmation of baptism into Christ. 

Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the 
Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of 
your Spirit, and nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold us and all your 
servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom 
you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 
Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+1%3A1-11&version=GNT#fen-GNT-29967a
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Profession of Faith 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith 
of the church. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, 
the powers of this world that rebel against God, 
and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
 

I renounce them. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 

Affirmation 
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 
covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life 
in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us 
new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your peo-
ple the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spir-
it of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the 
spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession & Sharing of the Peace 
 

Offering & Offering Prayer 
God of love, 
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table and Lord’s Prayer 
 

Communion Music:  
 Special Music: All Things Now Living (Rosanne Stoltz) 

 Hymn: Here Is Bread (ELW 483) 
 

Post Communion Blessing and Prayer 
Wellspring of joy, 
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, 
and send us as joyful witnesses, 
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Announcements 
 

Blessing 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Sending Song: Build Us Up, Lord (ELW 670) 
 

Dismissal 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude: Pastor David Severtson 
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