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Introduction to the day 
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter 
with a day of fasting and repentance. Marking our foreheads with 
dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the 
same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked 
on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to 
return to God, we have already been reconciled to God through 
Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while 
we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our 
baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and 
justice in the world. 
 

Prelude:  Cathie Helland 
 

Gathering 
 

Gathering Hymn: O Lord, throughout These Forty Days (ELW 319) 

 

Greeting 
           The Lord be with you. 
           And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the 
breath of life, creating us to serve you and our neighbors. Call forth 
our prayers and acts of kindness, and strengthen us to face our  
mortality with confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen 
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Word 
 

Psalm 51:1-17 (GNT Pew Bible page 676) 
1 Be merciful to me, O God, 
    because of your constant love. 
Because of your great mercy 
    wipe away my sins! 
2 Wash away all my evil 
    and make me clean from my sin! 
3 I recognize my faults; 
    I am always conscious of my sins. 
4 I have sinned against you—only against you— 
    and done what you consider evil. 
So you are right in judging me; 
    you are justified in condemning me. 
5 I have been evil from the day I was born; 
    from the time I was conceived, I have been sinful. 
6 Sincerity and truth are what you require; 
    fill my mind with your wisdom. 
7 Remove my sin, and I will be clean; 
    wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear the sounds of joy and gladness; 
    and though you have crushed me and broken me, 
    I will be happy once again. 
9 Close your eyes to my sins 
    and wipe out all my evil. 
10 Create a pure heart in me, O God, 
    and put a new and loyal spirit in me. 
11 Do not banish me from your presence; 
    do not take your holy spirit away from me. 
12 Give me again the joy that comes from your salvation, 
    and make me willing to obey you. 
13 Then I will teach sinners your commands, 
    and they will turn back to you. 
14 Spare my life, O God, and save me, 
    and I will gladly proclaim your righteousness. 
15 Help me to speak, Lord, 
    and I will praise you. 
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16 You do not want sacrifices, 
    or I would offer them; 
you are not pleased with burnt offerings. 
17 My sacrifice is a humble spirit, O God; 
    you will not reject a humble and repentant heart. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation: Let Your Steadfast Love (ELW page 103) 

 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 (GNT Pew Bible page 1138) 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Make certain you do not perform your reli-
gious duties in public so that people will see what you do. If you do these 
things publicly, you will not have any reward from your Father in heaven. 

2 “So when you give something to a needy person, do not make a big show 
of it, as the hypocrites do in the houses of worship and on the streets. They do 
it so that people will praise them. I assure you, they have already been paid in 
full. 3 But when you help a needy person, do it in such a way that even your 
closest friend will not know about it. 4 Then it will be a private matter. And your 
Father, who sees what you do in private, will reward you. 

5 “When you pray, do not be like the hypocrites! They love to stand up and 
pray in the houses of worship and on the street corners, so that everyone will 
see them. I assure you, they have already been paid in full. 6 But when you 
pray, go to your room, close the door, and pray to your Father, who is unseen. 
And your Father, who sees what you do in private, will reward you. 

16 “And when you fast, do not put on a sad face as the hypocrites do. They 
neglect their appearance so that everyone will see that they are fasting. I as-
sure you, they have already been paid in full. 17 When you go without food, 
wash your face and comb your hair, 18 so that others cannot know that you are 
fasting—only your Father, who is unseen, will know. And your Father, who sees 
what you do in private, will reward you. 

19 “Do not store up riches for yourselves here on earth, where moths and 
rust destroy, and robbers break in and steal. 20 Instead, store up riches for 
yourselves in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and robbers can-
not break in and steal. 21 For your heart will always be where your riches are. 

 

The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon: Grounded in Grace   Vicar David Severtson  
 

Hymn of the Day: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service (ELW 712) 

 

Offering   Designated to Ridgewater Food Shelf 
 
Offertory: As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465) 

 

Invitation to Lent 
Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of  
remembering Jesus' Passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is 
renewed. 
 

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance 
and for God's mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion 
with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But 
our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, 
so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended. 
As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against 
evil and resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor.    
I invite you, therefore, to the discipline of Lent--self-examination and 
repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love--
strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our 
journey through these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus' 
death and resurrection. 
 

Confession of Sin 
           Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Most holy and merciful God, 
we confess to you and to one another, 
and before the whole company of heaven, 
that we have sinned by our fault, 
by our own fault, 
by our own most grievous fault, 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
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We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.  
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us.  
We have not been true to the mind of Christ.  
We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy,  
and apathy that have infected our lives, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other 
people, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure  
to share the faith that is in us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference  
to injustice and cruelty, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors,  
and our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us,  
we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern  
for those who come after us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 

 By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of His resurrection. 
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Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the  
Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen 
 

Meal               
 

The Words of Institution and the Lord’s Prayer 
            Imposition of ashes will occur at the Communion rail 
 

Music during distribution: 
 Just As I Am, without One Plea (ELW 592) 

 Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling (ELW 608) 

 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (ELW 779) 
 

Communion Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in His grace. Amen 

 

Prayer after Communion 
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May 
these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us that 
only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life. 
 

Accompany now our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the 
gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for 
those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find 
our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
 

Sending 
 

Blessing 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and  

forever.  
Amen 
 

Closing Hymn: Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me (ELW 767) 
 

Dismissal 
 Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
      Thanks be to God.                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                    From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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ASH WEDNESDAY                                                                                                           
Lent begins with a solemn call to fasting and repentance as we begin our jour-
ney to the baptismal waters of Easter. Now is the acceptable time to return to 
the Lord. During Lent, we will reflect on the meaning of our baptism into 
Christ’s death and resurrection. The sign of ashes suggests our human mortality 
and frailty. What seems like an ending is really an invitation to make each day a 
new beginning, in which we are washed in God’s mercy and forgiveness. With 
the cross on our brow, we long for the spiritual renewal that flows from the 
springtime Easter feast to come.                      

LENTEN MEALS  
Please join us each week at 5:30 PM in Bethany Hall, for a meal before 
Worship! There will be a free-will donation to help cover the cost of 
the meal which is $6.00/person, pay what you can. Any donations 
above our costs will help support youth trips! 
 

SERVING TODAY 
Acolytes      
  6:30 PM - Carson Eichhorst & Alex Larsen 
 

Ashes 
      Vicar David Severtson & Janel Skindelien 
 

Holy Communion   
   12:00 PM - Pastor Ron Hanson & John Kappers    
   6:30 PM - Michael Newberg & Britta Willenbring 
 

Organ/Piano 
       Cathy Helland 
 

Pastors 
     Tim Malek, Naomi Mahler  
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