WHAT 4,000 MEETINGS HAS DONE FOR ME

If you faithfully attend church and take your children to all the services, by the time your children are 20 years old they will have attended 4,160 meetings. 4,000 meetings is a figure we use around our church to remind our parents of what it takes to raise children who will continue to walk with the Lord when they leave the home.  Many parents ignore this advice. We have witnessed, over 36 years within the Christian Church, that when children are denied the privilege of 4,000 meetings that their Christian walk is deformed or often simply non-existent.  We believe there is a direct correlation between parent's loyalty and the future loyalty of their children to the Lord and His Church. Usually a child will follow his parents example, either in a positive or negative fashion, to an equal or greater degree.  Since not many are convinced that 4 meetings a week for 20 years are necessary to raise Godly children, we offer the following as a testimony to what 4,000 meetings has done for this author in his first 20 years.  We hope it will encourage you to begin attending church regularly and consistently.

1.  4,000 MEETINGS HAS TAUGHT ME THAT GOD IS ALIVE.

2.  4,000 MEETINGS HAS TAUGHT ME THE REALITY OF CHRISTIANITY.

3.  4,000 MEETINGS HAS TAUGHT ME THAT PRAYERS ARE ANSWERED.

 Those who miss meetings think that answered prayers are simply coincidental events. But I have had the opportunity to see our living God clearly respond and answer a Christian's prayer.

4.  4,000 MEETINGS TAUGHT ME STABILITY. 
Stability means:



1. The state or quality of being stable, fixed or steady.



2. Firmness of character, purpose or resolution



3. Resistance to change, permanence.



4. The capacity of an object to return to equilibrium or to its original position after having been displaced. Read I Cor. 15:58. In a day when so many Christians are unstable I am glad to have learned stability.

5. 4,000 MEETINGS TAUGHT ME THE IMPORTANCE OF DEPENDABILITY AND RESPONSIBILITY.

How often have I seen church members slack in their duty and have watched church work suffer? But what a joy to also learn that someone is always ready to do the job.

6.  4,000 MEETINGS TAUGHT ME TO WITHSTAND HYPOCRISY. 

So many use hypocrisies to excuse their own apathy. I have seen some of the greatest acts on the face of this earth, in the confines of the church. You cannot be devastated by hypocrisy. However, hit and miss attendance will never teach you this lesson.

7.  4,000 MEETINGS TAUGHT ME THE IMPORTANCE OF MY TESTIMONY TO FIRST TIME VISITORS.

8.  4,000 MEETINGS TAUGHT ME THAT THERE IS A REASON FOR EVERY BOOK IN THE BIBLE.


II Timothy 2:15.

9.  4,000 MEETINGS TAUGHT ME THE TRUTH SO AS TO BE ARMORED AGAINST FALSE DOCTRINE AND THE CULTS. Titus 1:9-11, Eph. 4:11-15.

10.  4,000 MEETINGS HAS TAUGHT ME AN AWARENESS OF FLESHLY AND SPIRITUAL PREACHING. It has given me some spiritual discernment. I Tim. 6:20-21.

11.  4,000 MEETINGS HAS TAUGHT ME THAT OUTSIDE EVERY CHURCH IS A PROVERBIAL ``MIFF TREE'' AND I AM WISE TO STAY OUT OF IT.  II Tim. 2:19-26.

I would not exchange one of those meetings for a picnic, family reunion, amusement park, ball game, little league or midget football, housework, temporary job, school events, sleeping late, invitation, opportunities, dates, TV programs, etc. Oh, granted when I was growing up, around the 2000th meeting I might have decided to skip. But Mom and Dad would never do that. That taught me something. They could have wooed me to like them better by skipping out. But I would not have the same respect for them that I have today. Parents, you do not win your child's love and respect by giving them what they want. Just as you make your children eat all the meats and vegetables on their plate, so you need to make them partake of the spiritual food available at the church services. I have a brother, Paul; and two sisters, Diane and Beth; who would testify to this day that the over 4,000 meetings we attended in our first years of our life were the best and most profitable hours we have ever spent.

Why not start out today on your journey to reach 4,000 meetings. No matter if you are young or old in the Lord you will learn the same things I have. 
Read Heb. 10:25; Ps. 122:1; Acts 2:46,47.
(Taken from ``Handfuls on Purpose'', a Publication of the Race Street Baptist Church, 510 Race Street, Catasauqua, PA 18032, Editor, Gary L. Freeman)
